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Education and Clinical Training for Rehabilitation Medicine
in University Hospitals : A Questionnaire Survey*!

Sumio IsHiar, *2 Yoichiro Aovacr*?

Abstract : A questionnaire survey was undertaken to investigate the present state of education
and clinical training for rehabilitation medicine in Japanese university hospitals. Seventy percent
of the 80 university hospital rehabilitation departments or divisions responded to the question-
naire. The educational programs included systematic lectures on rehabilitation medicine and clin-
ical clerkships in 76.8% and 82.1%, respectively, of the schools of medicine. However, only
35.7% of the medical schools surveyed have adopted rehabilitation medicine as an independent
course in their clinical clerkships, for which 21.4 % spend a one-week program. Most medical stu-
dents reported finding some small significance of rehabilitation medicine in their clinical clerk-
ships, which would not contribute to their decision on the career to pursue after graduation. For
the fiscal years of 2006 to 2010, about 45 new doctors per year entered the various departments of
rehabilitation medicine. The factors that contributed to gathering more new doctors appeared to
be the independence of the department or division of rehabilitation, the ample staffing for teach-
ing, and the incusion of an independent course of rehabilitation medicine in clinical clerkships.
The results of the present survey suggest that more departments of rehabilitation medicine
should be set up to raise the level of education and clinical training for rehabilitation medicine to
better attract the attention of young doctors. (Jpn J Rehabil Med 2011 ; 48 : 478-486)
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